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Minutes VC-Subcommittee January 20th 2025 

Summing up from last sessions:  

- Considering VCs as bundles of claims, we should begin standardising claims before dealing with the 

definition of VCs. 

- We could identify a number of potential bundles of claims that support use cases in our education 

and research ecosystem. We should base on the principle of using a minimum amount of information 

for a maximum amount of use cases. 

In this session the focus is on the revision of the existing whitepaper about mapping between SAML 

2.0 and OIDC in research and education (s. https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b-

Mlet3Lq7qKLEf1BnHJ4nL1fq-vMe7fzpXyrq2wp08/edit?tab=t.0). 

The document was brought to consultation, but there was no follow up of the next process steps. It is 

an open question whether the output document of this present group should remain an informal 

whitepaper or further formalise it as official REFEDS community document. 

Niels’ revision of the whitepaper and added comments: 

- Title: Readapted to the purpose of the Subcommittee. Open question whether this title should 

remain or be changed. 

- Purpose of the document: (Niels) to explain claims generically and further show some technical 

profiles transiting between SAML 2.0 and OIDC as well as some examples of how to implement VCs.    

(Nicolás) Another approach could be to define OIDC claims keeping the schema prefix from SAML. This 

would lead to build more friendly claims without strict ties to the SAML world. 

There are some research claims not covered in the mapping (s. added reference to voPerson on page 

16 of the whitepaper). There are some new standards (i. e. from the AARC group) that could serve as 

reference. 

(Niels) Already in 2018 it was commented that examples of voperson were missing. Inclusion of 

examples for voPerson are very welcome for this document. 

(Nicolás) The inclusion of voperson_foo would be helpful for everyone.  

In general, the consensus is that to create a reference document “blessed” by the community with a 

comprehensive process and governance would help the whole community of education and research 

dealing with VCs - including those groups working in parallel. 

- Structure of the working document:  

- Working area (s. page 2) is intended to collect suggestions for the development of the 

document.  

Point 6 of the working area refers to the layout of the document. Point 7 makes aware of the 

need, from an EU perspective, to be recognised as schema as part of the wallet ecosystem. 

Possible “interference” challenges: several groups are working on claims for VCs. To have more 

clarity and prevent redundancies it is suggested to get information about the work of those 

groups. Section in REFEDS wiki with links to those groups will be created (Niels) and maintained 

(all).   

- Summary: remains as it is for the moment. 
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- Table of contents: remains as it is for the moment. 

- Premise: VoPerson added. 

- Mapping between identifiers in SAML and OIDC: In this section, the purpose of Table 1 on 

page 8 is to show the properties of the different identifiers from several documents and 

classifications to showcase their equivalence. Based on that we could create a section in the 

document showing how to go from one naming to the other (which is already half of the 

document’s content). In this section we would describe the very simple algorithm used to 

transit from one denomination to the other: take one capital camel-case and translate it into 

underscore. Make sure that you retain the scope names so that eduPerson, voPerson and 

SCHAC remain.  

Then we could provide some examples (which already exist in the document). 

- Create an OIDC section: this section would provide specific guidance for specific protocol 

solutions such as SAML to OIDC; OIDC to SAML; VCs dealing with identifiers. 

- Adding Annex: The full set of commonly used claims in the research and education context 

should be added in an Annex. Examples of VCs implementation should be also included in the 

Annex.  

 

Next steps: 

- Alternative suggestions for the title (all – use working area of the document). 

- Comment on document modality: formalising or not (all – use working area of the document). 

- Suggest voPerson examples (all – use working area of the document). 

- Add section with links to groups working in parallel on this topic (Niels).  

- Create a section about mappings based on the existing contents and further guidance for VCs 

(Niels). Include examples (all – use working area of the document). 

- Create OIDC section for specific protocol solutions (Niels). 

- Add Annex (Niels). Include examples of VCs implementation (all – use working area of the 

document). 

  

 

 

 

 


